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May 20, 1967 
Box 162 


Willcinsonville 
Mass. 01590 


Dear Dr. King 

I am writing to you because I think it is imperative that the Negro 
community understand what a line of bull the hierarchy of the Mormon 
Church is trying to feed the public in its effort to make Romney an 
attractive presidential cantidate. It may be that you already know- 
how false it is, but I*ve been seeing a lot of Mormon inspired non- 
sense in the papers, and so far I haven, 1 1 seen any Negro rebuttal. 

A news release in the Worcester Telegram today says that, while 
Negroes can't hold the priesthood in the Mormon church, they are ac- 
tively sought as members. That is a lie on one count, and sheer hy- 
pocrisy on the o&her. I used to be a Mormon, and my first doubts 
about the church were on this subject. 

To begin with, Mormons have no clefcgy. Every boy, on reaching the 
age of twelve, is ordained to the priesthood. Repeat, every. The 
young priests gradually work their way up the stages of the priesthood 
and the duties of running the congregation and the denomination which 
in other churches fall to a professional clergy, are in the Mormon 
church exercized by the laymen, or "priests 1 . 1 As in any other organ- 
ization, a Mormon woman takes her status from her husband. Women 
don m t hold the priesthood, but it r s a rare Mormon church where the 
officers of the women's organizations aren't the wives of the bishop 
and his councillors. 

You can see how a Negro family would fit into this, can't you? 
The man would be the equal of the eieven year old boys, and his wife 
would share his status. 

As to proslytizing, twenty years ago I came home f jgrm school quite 
pleased that a friend was interested in my talk of religion. My mo- 
ther was pleased, too (all Mormons are born missionaries) until she 
realized that the friend in question was black. She explained to me 
that it was unkind to convert a Negro, because even if she was bap- 
tized, she could never participate in the life cfff the church. She 
then told me the story of Judge Nephi Bates, a respectd man in south- 
ern Utah, a judge, and a bishop. This poor man was doing his geneo- 
logy> as all good Mormons do, when he discovered that one of his an- 
cestor^iad been a Negro. Not only did he relinquish his priesthood 
and spend the rest of his life sitting in the back of the church, but 
every person he had baptized was re-baptized. Every couple he had 
ever married was remarried. The Ohurch was tailing no chances, you see 

Now, this happened a long time ago, but the Mormon church changes 
slowly. This is the policy George Romney scolded Stuart Udall for 
criticizing. I can't imagine any Negro in the land voting for a loyal 
son of such a church. If you weren' t dtlready aware of the true state 
of Mormon affairs, I hope I have been of some service. 

I^thinlc you are the greatest living American, Dr. King, a true 
disciple of Gandhi and Jesus. Don't let public opinion *b<rrm you from 
the way you know to be right. /) 


God bless you. 



(ME^Jdris Head 


